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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Issues - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 2, 4, 7, 10, 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
37 CFR 1 .75(a), as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter, which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 refers to "unspecified" and "specified" users, which lacks antecedent 
basis within the specification. The specification only refers to "unspecified users", 
and designates "unspecified users" as users that are part of the public or are outside 
the enterprise or company. The Examiner is interpreting "specified users" as users 
that are within the enterprise or company, (see Specification Page 12, Lines 7-1 1 ) 
Appropriate action is required. 

Claim 4 refers to "predetermined", which lacks antecedent basis within the 
specification. The term "predetermined" is only used to refer to service processing, 
error processing, or within name server processing, (see Specification Page 8, Line 
8; Page 1 5, Line 12; Page 1 6, Line 1 0; Page 1 7, Line 1 1 ) The term 
"predetermined" is not used within the specification to refer to a network 
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configuration or structure. Claim 4 for this Office Action is interpreted such as a 
network node contained within a collection of configured nodes constituting a 
domain. Appropriate action is required. 



Claim 7, 10 refer to, "positional ", which lacks antecedent basis within the 
specification. The Specification does not refer to the term "positional". The term 
"positional" is interpreted to refer to whether the network node is positioned within 
the protected network environment (i.e. behind a firewall or within an Intranet), or 
outside the protected network environment (i.e. internetwork, outside of Intranet). 
Claim 7, 10 for this Office Action is interpreted as the location information of a 
network node with a network environment. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim 12-16 refers to the term "document", which lacks antecedent basis within 
the specification. The applicant's invention discloses the generation and transfer of 
instruction data or data to be processed between network nodes for workflow 
processing. No precise definition of what is contained within a document is given by 
the specification. Therefore, this particular instruction data or data to be processed 
is considered analogous to a digital document. Claims 12-16 for this Office Action 
are interpreted as a document disclosure being analogous to the previously 
disclosed instruction data or data to be processed generated and transferred 
between network nodes. Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Shear et al. 
(US Patent No. 6,157,721). 

With respect to Claims 1, 5, Shear discloses an information processor for 
instructing a job processor to execute a job process and an information processing 
method executed by an information processor for instructing a job processor to execute 
a job process, the information processor and the method comprising the steps of: 
a) a selection unit for selecting one of a first signature key certified by a first 
certificate authority (see Shear col. 10, lines 32-34: Certificate Authority) and a 
second signature key certified by a second certificate authority (see Shearer col. 
10, lines 38-40: multiple verifying authorities (i.e. Certificate Authorities) each 
with a signature key; col. 4, 61-67; col. 6, lines 46-52: multiple verification or 
signature keys, a first and a second signature key) for signing instruction data 
having a process description for instructing a job process or data to be processed 
(see Shear col. 8, lines 24-28; col. 10, lines 4-8: instructions to be performed, 
executed) in a job process; Shear discloses a first and a second certificate 
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authority which are designated as verifying authorities. And, Shear discloses a 
software module or unit for selection of cryptographic key from Certificate 
Authority or trusted third party, (see Shear col. 3, lines 1 9-21 : software 
implementation; col. 5, lines 43-47: selection of cryptographic key required in 
order to produce digital signature) 

b) a signing unit for signing the instruction data or the data to be processed (see 
Shear Figure 5; col. 10, lines 4-8: instructions to be performed) using the 
signature key (see Shear col. 4, lines 61-67; col. 6, lines 46-52: multiple 
verification or signature keys, a first and a second signature key) selected by the 
selection unit; Shear discloses a software module or unit used to sign instruction 
data, (see Shear; col. 10, lines 54-59: sign instruction data) and 

c) a transmitter unit for transmitting, to the job processor, the instruction data or the 
data to be processed. Shear discloses a software module or a unit to transmit 
signed instruction data, (see Shear col. 3, lines 19-21 : software implementation; 
col. 10, lines 4-8: instruction data; col. 14, lines 39-41: transfer signed instruction 
data to processing node) 

With respect to Claim 2, Shear discloses an information processor according to 
claim 1 , wherein the certificate authority certifying the first signature key is a certificate 
authority which certifies unspecified users and the certificate authority certifying the 
second signature key is a certificate authority which certifies specific users. Shear 
discloses a processor using at least two certificate authorities and the capability to 



Application/Control Number: 10/653,191 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2192 

distinguish between sets of instruction data based on a digital signature, (see Shear 
col. 3, lines 24-32: information processing environment; col. 10, lines 32-34; col. 10, 
lines 38-40: at least two verifying authorities or Certificate Authorities; col. 6, lines 22- 
25: different digital signatures for different sets of instruction data, specified users 
authorized and unspecified users unauthorized) 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3, 4, 6 - 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shear et al. (US Patent No. 6,157,721 ) in view of Teng et al. (US Patent 
Application No. 200201 38577). 

The Shear and Teng combination discloses a limitation analogous to Applicant's 
teaching of a digital signature controlling the processing of a workflow attached to a 
specific network. . To begin with, Shear discloses a specific signature key required in 
order to access a particular workflow or instruction data set. (see Shear Figure 5; col. 3, 
lines 28-32; col. 8, lines 24-28: load module contains computer program or instruction 
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data set; col. 4, lines 36-37: digital signature controlling execution of load module or 
instruction data set) And, Teng discloses a workflow that is only accessible by entities 
within an associated domain defined as an interconnected network of network devices, 
(see Teng paragraph [0192], lines 1-8: attribute, whether network node within a specific 
domain, network or an outside, external network) Therefore, the Shear and Teng 
combination discloses that a specific signature key is required in order to access a 
particular workflow or instruction data set associated with a particular domain, which is 
analogous to Applicant's limitation. 

With respect to Claim 3, Shear discloses an information processor according to 
claim 1 , wherein the selection unit selects one of the first and second signature keys. 
Shear does not specifically disclose the selection of a first and second signature key 
(see Shear col. 4, 61-67; col. 6, lines 46-52: multiple verification or signature keys, a 
first and a second signature key) based on an attribute of the job processor. Teng 
discloses a domain, which is defined to be an interconnected network of devices that 
constitutes an internal network, and the remaining interconnected network of devices 
that constitutes the outside network. Teng discloses a job processor with an attribute, 
(see Teng Figure 18, element number 756; paragraph [0192], lines 1-8: attribute, 
whether network node within a specific domain, network or an outside, external 
network) Shear and Teng disclose a first and a second signature key based on an 
attribute. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Teng to attach the usage of instruction data to an Intranet or subset 
of network nodes. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Teng in 
order to enable identity based security for a job processing workflow that prevents 
unauthorized access, reduces congestion by removable of excess traffic within a 
network environment, (see Teng paragraph [0010], lines 1-15: user identity based 
security within network environment) 

With respect to Claim 4, Shear discloses an information processor according to 
claim 3, wherein the job processor has an attribute. Shear does not disclose the 
attribute of a job processor is within a specific network. Shear does not specifically 
disclose whether the job processor is within a specific network. Teng discloses 
wherein the attribute of the job processor is whether or not the job processor is located 
within a predetermined network, (see Teng paragraph [0192], lines 1-8: attribute, 
whether network node within a specific domain, network or an outside, external network; 
paragraph [0193], lines 1-5; paragraph [0193], lines 11-16: job processor attribute) A 
domain as specified in Teng as defined to be a group of networked computers or a 
network that share a common communications address. 



It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Teng to attach the usage of instruction data to an Intranet or subset 
of network nodes. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Teng in 
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order to enable identity based security for a job processing workflow that prevents 
unauthorized access, reduces congestion by removable of excess traffic within a 
network environment, (see Teng paragraph [0010], lines 1-15: user identity based 
security within network environment) 

With respect to Claim 6, Shear discloses a job processor for executing a service in 
cooperation with other job processors according to job flow instruction data, the job 
processor comprising: 

c) a signature verification unit for verifying an electronic signature attached to the 
job flow instruction data received at the receiver unit; (see Shear Figure 6; col. 9, 
lines 58-64: verify signature, process module if digital signature authorized) 

d) a processor unit for identifying, from the job flow instruction data, a process 
instruction the job processor should execute when the verification by the 
signature verification unit is successful and for executing the process according 
to the process instruction; (see Shear col. 8, lines 24-28: executable instruction 
data) 

g) a signature processor unit for electronically signing the output job flow instruction 
data using the signature key for the inside when the next job processor is a 
device within the network and using the signature key for the outside otherwise; 
(see Shear Figure 5; col. 10, lines 54-59: sign instruction data) and 

h) a transmitter unit for transmitting the output job flow instruction data electronically 
signed by the signature processor unit to the next job processor, (see Shear col. 
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3, lines 24-27: local or remote transmission; col. 14, lines 39-41 : transfer signed 
instruction data to processing node) 

Shear discloses a job processor utilizing digital signature keys, (see Shear col. 
10, lines 38-40; col. 6, lines 22-25; col. 6, lines 49: multiple CAs, multiple signature 
keys) Shear does not specifically disclose the concept of a network configuration 
designating data transferred inside a specific network, domain or outside a specific 
network. 

However, Teng discloses: 

a) a key storage unit having separate signature keys, one for use inside of a 
network to which the job processor belongs and the other for use outside of the 
network; (see Teng paragraph [0192], lines 1-8: network node within a specific 
network, domain or an outside, external network; paragraph [0403], lines 1-5: key 
information storage) 

b) a receiver unit for receiving job flow instruction data which indicates a process 
instruction for each job processor and a next job processor for each job process; 
(see Teng paragraph [0202], lines 17-20: next job process or application 
designated in workflow processing) 

e) an instruction data creation unit for creating output job flow instruction data to be 
transmitted to a next job processor based on the received job flow instruction 
data when the process is executed by the processor unit; (see Teng paragraph 
[0189], lines 1-10: instruction data generation) 
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f) a judging unit for judging whether or not the next job processor is a device within 
the network; (see Teng paragraph [0192], lines 1-8: determination job processor 
within a specific network, domain or an outside, external network) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Teng to attach the usage of instruction data to an Intranet or subset 
of network nodes. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Teng in 
order to enable identity based security for a job processing workflow that prevents 
unauthorized access, reduces congestion by removable of excess traffic within a 
network environment, (see Teng paragraph [0010], lines 1-15: user identity based 
security within network environment) 

With respect to Claim 7, Teng discloses a job processor according to claim 6, 
wherein the judging unit judges whether or not the next job processor is a device within 
the network based on positional information of the next job processor on the internet 
indicated in the job flow instruction data, (see Teng paragraph [0202], lines 17-20: 
determination next job processor or application; paragraph [0192], lines 1-8: determine 
job processor within a specific network, domain or an outside, external network) 



It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Teng to attach the usage of instruction data to an Intranet or subset 
of network nodes. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Teng in 
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order to enable identity based security for a job processing workflow that prevents 
unauthorized access, reduces congestion by removable of excess traffic within a 
network environment, (see Teng paragraph [0010], lines 1-15: user identity based 
security within network environment) 

With respect to Claim 8, Shear discloses a method for processing job flow 
instruction data in a job processor for executing a service in cooperation with other job 
processors according to the job flow instruction data, the method comprising the steps 
of: 

b) verifying an electronic signature attached to the received job flow instruction data; 
(see Shear Figure 6; col. 9, lines 58-61: verify signature) 

c) identifying a process instruction which should be executed by the job processor 
from the job flow instruction data when verification is successful; (see Shear col. 
9, lines 61-64: verify signature and process module if digital signature is 
authorized) 

d) executing a process according to the identified process instruction; (see Shear 
col. 9, lines 61-64: execute instruction data) 

h) transmitting the electronically signed output job flow instruction data to the next 
job processor, (see Shear col. 3, lines 24-27: local or remote transmission; col. 
14, lines 39-41 : transfer signed instruction data to processing node) 
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Shear discloses a job processor with a digital signature capability and 
electronically signing the output job flow instruction data using a signature key (see 
Shear Figure 5; col. 10, lines 54-59: sign instruction data). Shear does not specifically 
disclose the determination of whether a processor is within a specific network or the 
next job processor in workflow. 
However, Teng discloses: 

a) receiving job flow instruction data which indicates a process instruction for each 
job processor and a next job processor for each job process; (see Teng 
paragraph [0192], lines 1-2: next instruction data or application indicated in 
workflow for processing) 

e) creating, when the process instruction is executed, output job flow instruction 
data to be transmitted to the next job processor based on the received job flow 
instruction data; (see Teng paragraph [0195], lines 10-12: next job flow based on 
previous job flow) 

f) judging whether or not the next job processor is a device within the network; 
(see Teng paragraph [0192], lines 1-8: determination job processor within a 
specific network, domain or an outside, external network) 

g) using a signature key for the inside of the network to which the job processor 
belongs when the next job processor is a device within the network and a 
signature key for outside the network otherwise; (see Teng paragraph [0192], 
lines 1-8: determination job processor within a specific network, domain or an 
outside, external network) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Teng to attach the usage of instruction data to an Intranet or 
subset of network nodes. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
employ Teng in order to enable identity based security for a job processing workflow 
that prevents unauthorized access, reduces congestion by removable of excess 
traffic within a network environment, (see Teng paragraph [0010], lines 1-15: user 
identity based security within network environment) 

With respect to Claim 9, Shear discloses an instruction data creating device for 
creating job flow instruction data which indicates a process instruction for each job 
processor and a next job processor for each job process for a system for realizing a 
service by sequentially sending the job flow instruction data among the job processors 
and each job processor sequentially executing the process instruction for the job 
processor, the device comprising: 

d) a transmitter unit for transmitting the job flow instruction data electronically signed 
by the signature processor unit to a first job processor among the job processors 
for the service, (see Shear col. 3, lines 24-27: local or remote transmission; col. 
14, lines 39-41 : transfer signed instruction data to processing node) 

Shear discloses a signature processor unit for electronically signing the job flow 
instruction data, (see Shear Figure 5; col. 10, lines 54-59: sign instruction data) 
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Shear does not specifically disclose the capability to determine instruction data 
processing within a specific network, domain or an outside, external network. 
However, Teng discloses: 

a) a key storage unit having a signature key for inside the network to which the 
instruction data creating device belongs and a signature key for outside the 
network; (see Teng paragraph [0403], lines 1-5: key information storage) 

b) a judgment unit forjudging whether or not a job processor outside the network 
exists among the job processors for the service; (see Teng paragraph [0192], 
lines 1-8: determination job processor within a specific network, domain or an 
outside, external network) 

c) using the signature for outside the network when the judgment unit judges that 
there is a device which is outside the network in the job processors for the 
service and using the signature for the inside otherwise; (see Teng paragraph 
[0192], lines 1-8: determination job processor within a specific network, domain 
or an outside, external network) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Teng to attach the usage of instruction data to an Intranet or 
subset of network nodes. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
employ Teng in order to enable identity based security for a job processing workflow 
that prevents unauthorized access, reduces congestion by removable of excess 
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traffic within a network environment, (see Teng paragraph [0010], lines 1-15: user 
identity based security within network environment) 

With respect to Claim 10, Teng discloses an instruction data creating device 
according to claim 9, wherein the judgment unit judges whether or not the next job 
processor is within the network based on positional information of the next job 
processor on the Internet indicated in the job flow instruction data, (see Teng paragraph 
[0192], lines 1-8: determination job processor within a specific network, domain or an 
outside, external network) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Teng to attach the usage of instruction data to an Intranet or subset 
of network nodes. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Teng in 
order to enable identity based security for a job processing workflow that prevents 
unauthorized access, reduces congestion by removable of excess traffic within a 
network environment, (see Teng paragraph [0010], lines 1-15: user identity based 
security within network environment) 

With respect to Claim 11, Shear disclose a method in which a computer system 
creates job flow instruction data which indicates a process instruction for each job 
processor and a next job processor for each job processor for a system for realizing a 
service by sequentially sending the job flow instruction data among the job processors 
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and each of the job processors sequentially executing the process instruction for the job 

processor, the method comprising the steps of: 

c) transmitting the electronically signed job flow instruction data to a first job 
processor of the job processors for the service, (see Shear col. 3, lines 24-27: 
remote or local; col. 14, lines 39-41 : transfer signed instruction data to 
processing node) 

Shear discloses electronically signing (see Shear Figure 5; col. 10, lines 54-59: sign 
instruction data) the job flow instruction data using a signature key. Shear does not 
specifically disclose the capability to determine whether inside a specific network or 
an outside, external network. 
However, Teng discloses: 

a) judging whether or not a job processor outside a network to which the computer 
system belongs exists among the job processors for the service; (see Teng 
paragraph [0192], lines 1-8: determination job processor within a specific 
network, domain or an outside, external network) 

b) using a signature key for the outside of the network when it is judged that there is 
a device which is outside the network in the job processors for the service and a 
signature key for the inside the network otherwise; (see Teng paragraph [0192], 
lines 1-8: attribute, whether network device within a specific network, domain or 
an outside, external network) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Teng to attach the usage of instruction data to an Intranet or 
subset of network nodes. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
employ Teng in order to enable identity based security for a job processing workflow 
that prevents unauthorized access, reduces congestion by removable of excess 
traffic within a network environment, (see Teng paragraph [0010], lines 1-15: user 
identity based security within network environment) 

7. Claims 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shear et al. (US Patent No. 6,157,721) in view of Teng et al. (US Patent Application 
No. 20020138577) and further in view of Shrader et al. (US Patent No. 6,772,341 ) "y>\C63 ' 
Or ~\ 

With respect to Claim 12, Shear discloses a first signature conversion unit for, when . 
it is determined in the verification by the first verification unit that the electronic signature 
attached to the document is signed using a signature key (see Shear Figure 6; col. 9, 
lines 58-64: verify signature, process module if digital signature is authorized) for the 
internal network, re-attaching an electronic signature to the document using a signature 
key (see Shear Figure 5; col. 10, lines 54-59: sign document) 
In addition, Shear discloses: 

a) a first signature verification unit for verifying an electronic signature attached to a 
document transmitted from the device on the internal network to the device on 
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the external network; (see Shear Figure 6; col. 9, lines 58-64: verify signature, 
process module if digital signature is authorized) 
c) a transmitter unit for transmitting the electronically signed document to the device 
on the external network, (see Shear col. 3, lines 24-27: remote or local; col. 14, 
lines 39-41: transfer signed document to processing node) 

Instruction data is a digital representation of information. A document stored in 
electronic form is also a digital representation of information. Therefore, instruction 
data disclosed in Shear is analogous to a document disclosed in applicant's 
invention. Shear does not specifically disclose the capability to delete an attached 
digital signature from a document or the capability to determine whether a document 
is within specific network, domain or a proxy device. 

However, Teng discloses a domain which is defined to be an interconnected 
network of devices which constitutes an internal network and the remaining 
interconnected network of network devices constitutes the outside network or an 
external network. 

In addition, Teng discloses a proxy device (see Teng paragraph [0133], lines 4- 
7: proxy interface) provided between an internal network and an external network, 
for exchanging documents between a device on the internal network and a device 
on the external network, comprising: 
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b) the proxy device for the external network (see Teng paragraph [0133], lines 4-7: 
proxy interface; paragraph [0192], lines 1-8: attribute, whether network node 
within a specific network, domain or an outside, external network; 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Teng to attach the usage of an instruction data set to an Intranet 
or a subset of network nodes. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
employ Teng in order to enable identity based security for a job processing workflow 
that prevents unauthorized access, reduces congestion by removable of excess 
traffic within a network environment (see Teng paragraph [0010], lines 1-15: user 
identity based security within network environment). 

The combination of Shear and Teng does not specifically disclose the capability 
to delete an attached digital signature from a document. 
However, Shrader discloses deleting the electronic signature from the document 
(see Shrader col. 14, lines 24-37: delete signature information). 

The usage of standards enables interoperability within a heterogeneous 
distributed network environment. Usage of the PKCS number 7 standard (PKCS # 
7) enables implementation of a cryptographic system within a certificate based key 
management environment and enables the usage of arbitrary attributes such as a 
signing time for additional authentication capabilities in order to effectively 
determinate certificate expiration data for strengthened security. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Shrader to delete an attached digital signature from a document. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Shrader in order to 
utilized standards based processing techniques to improved data processing (see 
Shrader col. 3, lines 31-35; col. 2, lines 25-29; col. 2, lines 31-32: standards based 
data processing, PKCS # 7 standard)). 

With respect to Claim 13, Shear discloses according to claim 12, further 
comprising: 

a second signature verification unit for verifying an electronic signature (see Shear 
Figure 6; col. 9, lines 58-64: verify signature, process module if digital signature is 
authorized) attached to a document transmitted. In addition, Shear discloses when 
verification by the second signature verification unit is successful (see Shear Figure 
6; col. 9, lines 58-64: verify signature, process module if digital signature is 
authorized), the electronic signature from the document, re-attaching an electronic 
signature to the document using a signature key of the proxy device for the internal 
network; (see Shear Figure 5; col. 10, lines 54-59: sign document), and a transmitter 
unit for transmitting the electronically signed document to the device on the internal 
network, (see Shear col. 14, lines 39-41: transfer signed instruction data to 
processing node) Shear does not specifically disclose a proxy device, the capability 
to determine whether a document is attached to an internal or an external network, 
and the capability to delete an attached digital signature from a document. 
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However, Teng discloses: 

a) a proxy device (see Teng paragraph [0133], lines 4-9: proxy interface), a 
document transmitted (see Teng paragraph [0101], lines 5-7: ftp protocol used 
for a document transmission) from a device on the external network to a device 
on the internal network; (see Teng paragraph [0192], lines 1-8: attribute, whether 
network node within specific network, domain or outside specific network) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Teng to attach the usage of an instruction data set to an Intranet 
or a subset of network nodes. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
employ Teng in order to enable identity based security for a job processing workflow 
that prevents unauthorized access, reduces congestion by removable of excess 
traffic within a network environment (see Teng paragraph [0010], lines 1-15: user 
identity based security within network environment). 

The combination of Shear and Teng does not specifically disclose the capability 
to delete an attached digital signature from a document. 
However, Shrader discloses: 

b) a second signature conversion unit for deleting (see Shrader col. 14, lines 24-37: , 
delete signature information) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have 
modified Shear as taught by Shrader to delete an attached digital signature from a 
document. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Shrader in 
order to utilized standards based processing techniques to improved data 
processing (see Shrader col. 1 , lines 22-25; col. 3, lines 31-35: standards based 
data processing). 



With respect to Claim 14, Shear discloses verifying an electronic signature (see 
Shear Figure 6; col. 9, lines 58-64: verify signature, process module if digital signature 
is authorized) attached to a document. Shear does not specifically disclose a proxy 
device, the concept of an internal and an external network, or the deletion of an 
attached digital signature from a document comprising the steps of: 

c) re-attaching an electronic signature to the document from which the electronic 
signature has been deleted using a signature key of the proxy device for the 
external network; (see Shear Figure 5; col. 10, lines 54-59: sign, attach or re- 
attach instruction data) and 

d) transmitting the document to which an electronic signature is re-attached using 
the signature key for the external network to the device on the external network, 
(see Shear col. 14, lines 39-41: transfer signed instruction data to processing 
node) 
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The deletion of an attached digital signature from an available signed document 
is a convenience which enables the usage of the current document for the 
attachment of a different digital signature. It would have been obvious to one skilled 
in the art to enable the capability to delete an attached digital signature as a 
worthwhile capability and a great convenience as taught by Shrader. This particular 
capability negates the need to acquire the original document in order to attach a 
different digital signature, since acquisition of the original document may not be 
possible. 

Shear does not specifically disclose a method for exchanging or transmitting, in 
a proxy device provided between an internal network and an external network, 
documents between a device on the internal network and a device on the external 
network. 

However, Teng discloses: 

a) a document transmitted from a device on the internal network to a device on the 
external network; (see Teng paragraph [0101], lines 5-7: ftp protocol used to 
transmit a document; paragraph [0192], lines 1-8: attribute, whether network 
node within a specific network, domain or an outside, external network) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Teng to attach the usage of an instruction data set to an Intranet 
or a subset of network nodes. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
employ Teng in order to enable identity based security for a job processing workflow 
that prevents unauthorized access, reduces congestion by removable of excess 
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traffic within a network environment (see Teng paragraph [0010], lines 1-15: user 
identity based security within network environment). 



The combination of Shear and Teng does not specifically disclose the capability 
to delete a signature from a document. 
However, Shrader discloses: 

b) deleting the electronic signature from the document when it is determined in the 
verification that the electronic signature attached to the document is signed using 
a signature key for the internal network; (see Shrader col. 14, lines 24-37: delete 
signature information) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Shrader to delete an attached digital signature from a document. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Shrader in order to 
utilized standards based processing techniques to improved data processing (see 
Shrader col. 1, lines 22-25; col. 3, lines 31-35: standards based data processing). 

With respect to Claim 15, Shear discloses a signature verification unit (see Shear 
Figure 6; col. 9, lines 58-64: verify signature, process module if digital signature is 
authorized) for verifying an electronic signature. Shear discloses re-attaching an 
electronic signature to the document using a signature key for the internal network; (see 
Shear Figure 5; col. 10, lines 54-59: sign, attach, re-attach digital signature to instruction 
data or document). 
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Shear does not specifically disclose a proxy device or the concept of an internal 
and an external network or the deletion of an attached digital signature from a 
document. 

However, Teng discloses a proxy device (see Teng paragraph [0133], lines 4-9: 
proxy interface) provided between an internal network and an external network for 
exchanging documents between a device on the internal network and a device on 
the external network, the proxy device comprising: 

a) a document transmitted from a device on the external network to a device on the 
internal network; (see Teng paragraph [0101], lines 5-7: ftp protocol used to 
transmit a document between network devices; paragraph [0192], lines 1-8: 
determination job processor within a specific network or an outside, external 
network) 

c) a transmitter unit for transmitting the document to the device on the internal 
network, (see Teng paragraph [0101], lines 5-7: ftp protocol used to transmit a 
document between network devices) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Teng to attach the usage of an instruction data set to an Intranet 
or a subset of network nodes. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
employ Teng in order to enable identity based security for a job processing workflow 
that prevents unauthorized access, reduces congestion by removable of excess 
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traffic within a network environment (see Teng paragraph [0010], lines 1-15: user 
identity based security within network environment). 

The combination of Shear and Teng does not specifically disclose the deletion 
of a digital signature from a document. 
However, Shrader discloses: 

b) a signature conversion unit for deleting, when verification by the signature 
verification unit is successful, the electronic signature from the document (see 
Shrader col. 14, lines 24-37: delete signature information), 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have 
modified Shear as taught by Shrader to delete an attached digital signature from a 
document. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Shrader in 
order to utilized standards based processing techniques to improved data 
processing (see Shrader col. 1 , lines 22-25; col. 3, lines 31-35: standards based 
data processing). 



With respect to Claim 16, Shear discloses verifying an electronic signature (see 
Shear Figure 6; col. 9, lines 58-64: verify signature, process module if digital signature 
is authorized) attached to a document. 

Shear discloses a method for changing, in a proxy device provided between an 
internal network and an external network, documents between a device on the 
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internal network and a device on the external network, the method comprising the 
steps of: 

c) re-attaching an electronic signature to the document from which the electronic 
signature is deleted using a signature key of the proxy device for the internal 
network; (see Shear Figure 5; col. 10, lines 54-59: sign, attach or re-attach 
signature to document) 

Shear does not specifically disclose a proxy device, the capability to attach a 
document to a specific network or domain, or the deletion of a digital signature from 
a document. 

However, Teng discloses: 

a) transmitted from a device on the external network to a device on the internal 
network; (see Teng paragraph [0101], lines 5-7: ftp protocol used to transmit a 
document between network devices; paragraph [0192], lines 1-8: determination 
job processor within a specific network, domain or an outside, external network) 

d) transmitting the document having an electronic signature re-attached using the 
signature key for the internal network to the device on the internal network, (see 
Teng paragraph [0101], lines 5-7: ftp protocol, used to transmit a document) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified 
Shear as taught by Teng to attach the usage of an instruction data set to an Intranet 
or a subset of network nodes. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
employ Teng in order to enable identity based security for a job processing workflow 
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that prevents unauthorized access, reduces congestion by removable of excess 
traffic within a network environment (see Teng paragraph [0010], lines 1-15: user 
identity based security within network environment). 

The combination of Shear and Teng does not specifically disclose the deletion 
of a digital signature from a document. 
However, Shrader discloses: 

b) deleting the electronic signature from the document when the verification is 
successful; (see Shrader col. 14, lines 24-37: delete signature) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have 
modified Shear as taught by Shrader to delete an attached digital signature from a 
document. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to employ Shrader in 
order to utilized standards based processing techniques to improved data 
processing (see Shrader col. 1, lines 22-25; col. 3, lines 31-35: standards based 
data processing). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlton Johnson whose telephone number is 571-270- 

i 

1032. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from 8:00AM to 
5:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Robertson, can be reached on 571-272-4186. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




